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L y mi n g t o n  S o c i e t y  N ew s l e t t e r  S u mm er  2020  

By Clive Sutton 

Who would have thought when I wrote the last chairman’s 
note for the last newsletter, encouraging you all to come to the 
AGM on 24 March 2020, that we would have had to write to 
you all on 16 March as a precaution to postpone the AGM. 

Who would have thought that on 23 March the Prime Minister 
would have effectively locked down the whole country, and 
we are only just coming slowly out of that lockdown like 
animals emerging from hibernation. 

This newsletter therefore summarises what I would have said 
at the AGM, what we have done since the lockdown,  and what 
we intend to do as the country resumes what we hope will be 
the old normal. 

The Society’s efforts during last summer – who can remember 
that? – were to  give support to the PALLS organisation in 
trying to prevent land adjoining Oakhaven Hospice being 
removed from its greenbelt designation and made available for 
potential applications for planning permission. 

We supported PALLS at the Inspectors’ review, but the 
Inspectors accepted all of the New Forest District Council’s 
proposals; and those proposals have now been brought into 
force by a recent virtual meeting of the NFDC. The effect of 
this is that the land is no longer given its greenbelt protection, 
although it will still require planning permission for 
development to take place. That planning permission needs to 
be in accordance with the Council’s other policies, and there is 
still room for argument as to what form and density that 
development should take. The Society’s particular concern was 
to protect the character of the access to that area, which has 
long been designated as “rural leafy lanes” in the local 
distinctiveness supplemental planning guidance. 

The other milestone in the year has been the completion of the 
Burrard Neale monument restoration by the provision of 
railings to reflect the ones which were there when it was 
originally built.  The whole monument is now renovated and 
the grounds restored, and it is well set for the future. 

One condition of the grant by the National Lottery was to set 
up a Friends’ Group, and this has been achieved, with a 
successful first meeting taking place in February. This was 
followed by a lecture by Dan Snow, organised jointly with the 
Lymington Society, which was attended by a very large 
number of the Friends and Society members. 

Since then, unfortunately, social events have had to be 
cancelled.  In my notice cancelling the AGM and other social 
events I said that the committee would continue its meetings, 

 

and we have now had our first Zoom meeting: 

One of the major issues under discussion was what we could 
do to restart the social calendar; possibly by using digital 
zoom meetings, which I expect many of our members are 
getting used to for keeping in touch with their families. This 
is actively under consideration at the moment as a work in 
progress.  Unfortunately some of the speakers that we have 
lined up felt that their lectures would not lend themselves to 
being broadcast digitally, and we are looking to find such 
events which might be of interest. 

Planning continues to be 
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By Pam Morrissey 

 

As I write this part of our newsletter it is really sad to have 
only one Lymington Society event this year to report on. 

On February 4th members were treated to a tour of The 
Jeremy Gardiner Exhibition at the St Barbe Museum and 
Art Gallery. 

As always Steve Marshall did not disappoint and really 
helped bring the exhibition to life with his knowledge of both 
the artist and background  of the exhibits  

 

It was nice to see so many members attend  and this picture 
of Old Harry (Yes it is the right way up !) was just one of the 
many on display with a strong coastal theme in some 
amazing and vibrant art. 

 

And we had a fascinating joint 
meeting with the Friends of Sir 
Harry, when Dan Snow gave us a 
fascinating insight into the 
importance of The Royal Navy in 
18th century Britain. 

 

 

Unfortunately we have 
had to cancel our 
Guided Town Walk 
for the  present time. 

I have been in touch 
with Helen Theobald 
who organises the 
tours, and at this point 
in time she cannot 
give us another date  

It would be nice to feel that, come the autumn, if things are 
better we could reinstate the walk; and we will of course be 
in touch when and if we get another date . 

Sadly too our annual garden party is no longer viable, and I 
think we must plan for next year now.  So if anyone knows of 
a special local garden that we might be able to use, please do 
let me know. 

Our remaining events this year are still in the diary, and we 

Social Programme 
will of course wait to hear from the Community Centre about 
holding our first planned talk. 

 

6th October History of Poole Pottery  by Howard Nichols 

Howard is still very much hoping to be with us on this date. We 
can only hope that the Community Centre is allowed to host us 
by then. Please monitor our website for updates. 

     

6pm for  6.30pm   Community Centre, Fuller Room  

 

Tuesday  15th December Lymington Society Christmas Party 

St Barbe Museum 6pm to 8pm  

This year we have a change of venue for our annual party and I 
am really happy that we have been able to book the St Barbe 
Museum and Art Gallery.  

 

We look forward to seeing you all then and really hope that life 
will be back to normal before too long . 



 

 

L y mi n g t o n  V o i c e — S u m m er  2 0 2 0  Page 3 

Friends of Sir Harry 
Income and Expenditure Account 

For the Year Ended 31st December 2019 

INCOME 2019 2018 

Donations 510 2100 

Friends of Sir Harry membership 365 340 

Income form Talks 1981 - 

Grant 1150 - 

Total 4006 2440 

  

EXPENDITURE 

Advertising/PR 1756 - 

Hall Hire/Speaker Expenses 506 - 

Landscaping 80 310 

Restoration of Monument - 23500 

Total Expenditure 2,342 23,810 

Surplus [Deficit] for the Year 1,664 [21,370] 
Friends of Sir Harry contd. 

Balance Sheet   As at 31 December 2019 
 

ASSETS 2019 2018 

Lloyds Bank Current Account 3543 1879 

CAPITAL 

Balance as at 1 Jan 1879 23249 

Deficit/Surplus for the year 1664 [21370] 

Balance at Year End 3,543 1,879 

 

Heather Burrell Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Heather Burrell, Treasurer 

As we were unable to have an AGM this year, here’s the treasurer’s report which I would have given at the AGM: 

In the financial year to December 2019, the Lymington Society produced a surplus of £347 compared with £581 in 2018. Our 
subscription income was slightly down.  The committee hoped to increase membership of the Society in 2020 and also to pro-
mote our ‘I love Lymington’ campaign through the sale of bags and children’s t-shirts. Sadly Covid 19 has meant that we have 
had to put both these plans on hold.   In spite of all our efforts, the social events showed a small loss in 2019. This was partly 
due to the fact that we had to cancel the summer garden party because of bad weather and inevitably some costs were incurred 
as a result. We also sustained a small deficit once again at the Christmas Party.  We will hold this year’s party at the St Barbe 
Museum to counteract this trend.  

The Burrard Neale project goes from strength to strength, both in terms of membership and income from events. The talk by 
Dan Snow in November 2019 was a great success in every respect. As you will see, the Burrard Neale Project – now called the  

Friends of Sir Harry, showed an overall surplus of £1664 
for the year. 

I would like to thank Bill Madden for auditing our ac-

counts. He is very accepting of my efforts, he corrects my 

mistakes and he ensures that what you see is accurate. I am 

very grateful to him on all counts.  

The accounts for the Lymington Society and the Friends of 

Sir Harry were published in the last newsletter, which we 

were hoping would be used at the AGM. As a reminder, 

here they are again: 

Lymington Society 
Income and Expenditure Account 

For the Year Ended 31st December 2019 

INCOME 2019 2018 

Subscriptions 2597 2748 

Interest: Nationwide 11 11 

Surplus on Social Events -54 607 

Sale of Merchandise 229 - 

 2783 3366 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Meeting Expenses/Room Hire 559 478 

Hon Sec./ Treas. Expenses 15 20 

Printing/ Newsletters 445 725 

Subscription/Affiliation Fees 45 42 

Insurance 368 368 

Donations 25 327 

Advertising/Publicity 780 677 

Purchase of Merchandise 181 - 

Other 18 148 

Total Expenditure 2436 2785 

Surplus for the Year 347 581 

 

Balance Sheet   As at 31 December 2019 
 

ASSETS 2019 2018 

 

Nationwide Building Society 10666 10655 

Lloyds Bank Current Account 2901 3025 

Stock Merchandise at cost 460 - 

 14027 13680 

CAPITAL & RESERVES 

General Funds as at 1 Jan 2018 13680 

General Funds as at 1 Jan 2017  13099 

Prior Year Adjustment - 581 

Surplus for the year 347  

Balance at Year End  14,027  13,680 
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and your HCC colleagues struggling with a very difficult 

financial situation. 

 

However, we write to urge you in this incredibly difficult time 

for retailing and the economy generally, to scrap you plans to 

impose parking charges on the town. Even in the previously 

weakening climate for retail before the virus, the imposition of 

charges was very likely to cause significant harm to the shops 

in the town. Now however, the imposition of charges could 

have a magnified negative effect in this really precarious time 

for retail confidence. 

 

As you know, the Chamber of Commerce and the Town 

Council are vehemently opposed to this proposal and have 

urged you to reconsider. I hope that you will now realise that 

more than ever, this is the wrong policy, at the wrong time and 

should be scrapped.   

 

Clearly some form of monitoring of the parking on the High 

Street will still be needed and we would urge that the NFDC 

Parking Officers, who will be continuing to enforce parking in 

the “off-street” car parks nearby, should resume this 

responsibility. 

 

We would be obliged to have an update on the Council’s plans 

for the “on-street” parking and confirmation that this 

damaging plan is now being re-considered” 

 

Don Mackenzie  

Lymington Society Deputy Chair 

 

 

CHARGES DEFERRED 

We received an encouraging response from the Council, as 
also expressed by Councillor Humby to the Lymington Times 
in the 12th June edition, that he would be considering the High 
Street charging fees.  

That was followed on June 23rd with the news that the parking 
charges will be deferred until September. 

We are pleased that the Lymington High Street parking 
charges programme has been deferred to September. 

We have  felt for some time that the pandemic puts enough 
pressure on the shops in the High Street, without adding a 
concern about parking charges. We wrote to Councillor 
Humby, who is responsible for transport in the HCC, and also 
put together a press release. Here’s our press release on the 
subject, quoting the letter to the Hampshire County Council: 

 

 

 

LYMINGTON SOCIETY URGES HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 

COUNCIL TO RECONSIDER PARKING CHARGES ON 

LYMINGTON HIGH STREET IN LIGHT OF THE 

DAMAGING EFFECTS OF THE CORONAVIRUS ON THE 

RETAIL SECTOR  

 

The Lymington Society has written to Councillor Rob Humby, 

Executive Member for Economy, Transport and Environment 

for Hampshire County Council (HCC) to ask them for an 

update on their plans to impose parking charges on Lymington 

High Street. Councillor Humby had previously announced that 

the HCC were taking over regulation of “on-street” parking 

this summer from the NFDC and needed to make charges to 

cover the costs of doing so.  

 

Whilst understanding that the HCC has a very difficult 

situation to deal with in managing the impact on its services 

and finances from the coronavirus, the Society feels that the 

impact of bringing in these new charges could be the last straw 

for shops in the town and has urged Cllr Humby to reconsider. 

The Society understands that some form of parking 

enforcement will still be needed and urges the HCC to 

consider handing the responsibility back to NFDC who will 

still be supervising the parking in their “off-street” car parks. 

 

Writing to Councillor Humby, Society Deputy Chair, Don 

Mackenzie said: 

 

“I write concerning the previously announced plan for the 

HCC to take over responsibility for “on-street” parking in the 

New Forest District area and to impose parking charges in 

Lymington starting this summer. 

 

In the current coronavirus situation, our sympathy goes to you 

Lymington High Street Parking Deferred 
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Local Plan - Lymington Society Press Statement 

The society has maintained a strong voice concerning 
the Local Plan, as it provides a framework for all 
planning decisions. The balance between providing 
adequate housing for local people and the preservation 
of our special area is a delicate one. This press 
statement expresses our feelings on the current state of 
play for this important Plan: 

 

Adoption of NFDC Local Plan 

Lymington Society Regrets NFDC Cabinet Decision to 
approve Local Plan to build on large site adjacent to 

Oakhaven Hospice 

 

The Lymington Society is very conscious of the 
difficult task that faced the NFDC in identifying 
sufficient land to allow the huge expansion in numbers 
of dwellings that the government’s reform of the 
planning laws has required. 

With only the land outside the National Park available 
for the over 10,000 dwellings required to meet the 
populations’ needs, the pressure was on to find 
sufficient new land for building. 

The original draft Local Plan envisaged almost 1,200 
dwelling around Lymington by 2036, almost all of 
which was to be in the Green Belt, and the Society 
strongly opposed this and was very relived that after 
tightening of the Green Belt rules by the government, 
this was reduced to around 500 homes. 

However, the sudden inclusion in the second draft of 
the Local Plan of a new site (SS6) adjacent to the 
Hospice at Pennington, which was brought forward 
without any formal consultation, took the Society and 
many local organisations by surprise and led to many 
objections, including by the Town Council, the Society 
and the pressure group PALLS. 

The Society made strong representations that this site 
adjacent to the Hospice ,which is only accessible by 
narrow rural lanes, was totally unsuitable for a 
development of well over 100 dwellings when there 
were many much more suitable sites elsewhere in the 
area.   

Speaking after the Cabinet Meeting Don Mackenzie, 
Deputy Chair of the Society said: 

“We were very disappointed that the Planning 
Inspectors had not taken more notice of our 
objections at the Public Examination of the Plan 
on the lack of proper consultation in bringing the 
site forward at the last minute, the total 
unsuitability of the site and the availability of 
much more suitable sites in the area. 

The adoption of the Local Plan by the Cabinet of 
the NFDC last week , takes this site one step 
closer to becoming a reality. However, as was 
stressed in the meeting, a full Planning 

important. In the last newsletter I reported that we had successfully 
opposed the large number of elderly persons’ units proposed for 
Stanford Hill.  As is often the case with these developments, once 
rejected they come back in a slightly different form, but the  renewed 
application is so similar to the last that I think there will be no 
difficulty in it being refused again by the local authority.  Remember 
that this is an application on one of the green arteries of Lymington 
which we seek to retain as such. 

We await developments in relation to the Hampshire County Council 
metered car parking proposals in the High Street, vociferously 
opposed by the Town Council, bearing in mind the Hampshire 
County Council has no doubt had other things on its mind.  We are 
asking questions on this and do not expect this proposal to be 
activated without further consultation, under the smokescreen of the 
virus. 

Finally, can I say that one of the proposals to have been announced 
at the AGM was the committee’s proposal that Donald Mackenzie 
should support me in the new role of deputy chairman or vice-
chairman.  As everybody knows he has been a driving force in the 
Society for many years.  This is an executive committee appointment 
which has been made and did not need to wait for the AGM so is 
now effective. 

Legal buffs may ask what the constitutional position is to proceed 
without an AGM.  I have had to deal with  this issue with several 
other organisations and I hope you will agree that the informality of 
our Society allows the committee to continue on as it has for some 
considerable time now working very effectively until we can all be 
back together again in one place hopefully sitting next to each other 
and without facemasks. 

In the meantime we will try to keep you informed as to the activities 
of the Society and ask for your support as necessary.   An urgent 
issue at the moment is going to be the restoration of business to the 
traders in the town, particularly the small traders  and as soon as they 
are able to continue trading I hope all our members will continue to 
patronise them.  There is no doubt that the small food shops have 
been a godsend to many people during the worst parts of the 
lockdown and have shown what a good service small traders can 
supply. 

Application still has to be made by the developers and agreed 
to by the Planning Committee of the NFDC 

The Society will be making every effort at that stage to raise the 
many real problems with the site. These include the very 
harmful effects such a big development will have on the nature 
of the narrow country lanes leading to the site, and the very 
detrimental effects it will have on the nationally protected 
habitats, only a few hundred yards away, on the Solent shore. 

We very much hope that, even at that late stage, the planners 
will see that this site is not suitable for such a large 
development, that sense will prevail and that the much smaller 
development suggested by the Society will instead be agreed. 

Chairman’s Comments Contd. 
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I Love Lymington - Shop Local - Save Jobs Campaign 

The Lymington Society has launched an “I Love Lymington - Shop Local -Save Jobs” campaign to encourage local people to 
support retailers and businesses in the town, and to help reboot the local economy after the 3-month lockdown caused by the 
coronavirus. This initiative is also supported by the Lymington and District Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and we welcome 
their support in getting Lymington shopping again, and boosting the local economy  

We all know how hard the retail sector has been hit by the three month lockdown which, whilst very necessary, has caused havoc 
with the finances of many businesses, and especially those of non-essential shops. This is on top of the pressure that shops were 
already facing from the internet, which was evident even before the lock-down, with increasing numbers of empty shops in the 
town.  

As part of the “ Shop Local – Save Jobs” campaign we urge residents to “think before they click”, and to give local shops a try 
rather than automatically reaching for the mouse or the smartphone. 

The campaign will involve banners in the town and on the approaches to town, as well as posters and flyers being distributed in 
shops and community facilities. Local people and retailers will be invited to download the poster from the Lymington Society 
website and display in their shop windows to show their support for this important initiative. 

As our usual printers are not working at the moment and the ones that they recommended need an 8 page newsletter, the middle 
pages of this newsletter make a banner that you can, if you wish, use to promote the campaign. 
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I’m confused - We’re allowed 
on the boat as long as we’re a 
household, but we can’t stay 

overnight? It’s quackers.  


