
Chairman’s Comments  
have had very much greater 
density. I can imagine that it 
is suggested that Lymington 
Shores is a strange design but 
it is a cohesive design and I 
believe it will become more 
acceptable to the town as it is 
completed and occupied. 

You will be hearing from 
others about the progress with 
Burrard Neale. All I can say 
as chairman is that I 
congratulate Peter Stone, who 
like Ian Messitter, had the 
original idea.  

Having completed the 
landscaping around the 
monument we seem to have 
overcome another problem of 
funding to be able to go 
forward now to make a 
funding application for the 
rest of the work. 

In the last few weeks we have 
now been faced with one of 
the biggest challenges to 
development in Lymington. 
This is on the basis that the 
government is insisting that 
all local authorities carry out 
an assessment of housing 
need in their district and 
provide for it under a plan, or 
alternatively the government 
will do it for them. This has 
torn up all previous housing 
plans.  

We had hoped that because 
Lymington is difficult to 
access by the impossible 
traffic route through 
Lyndhurst, it would have a 
good argument for less 
development than other 
places. 

It appears the Southampton 
Waterside where a lot of 
development could have gone 
has the protection of being a 
dangerous place to put new 
houses because of 
Marchwood and Fawley and 
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This report takes up the story 
of the Lymington Society 
from the last AGM in March. 

At that AGM we said 
goodbye to a long-standing 
committee member Nick 
King supported by his partner 
Alysen who had for several 
years now analysed the 
planning applications and 
briefed us on them. 

Since Nic’s departure we 
have been able to welcome 
James Bull, a retired 
architect, who has taken up 
the research in his place and 
advises us on the detail of the 
applications which come in 
front of us. 

At this point it might be 
helpful if I outline this 
procedure. Ever since my 
chairmanship we have never 
got involved in disputes 
between neighbours and 
individuals as to planning 
matters. We look at them 
objectively from the point of 
view of the character of the 
location and the character of 
the town overall. 

Normally this does not apply 
to small alterations that 
individuals wish to make to 
their houses but there are 
certain changes which if not 
opposed will continue to set a 
trend which will change the 
character of the town.  

For instance there are areas of 
bungalows between 
Lymington and Pennington 
which sit very nicely in their 
own gardens but which, if 
overdeveloped and converted 
into houses, would affect the 
character of that 
neighbourhood and the town 
as a whole.  

This is just an example of the 
way in which we approach 
planning and I hope that our 

members will agree that our 
campaign to restrict flats 
development particularly in 
the Avenue Road area has 
now led to a reasonable mix 
of property. 

The two new houses at the 
entrance to Priestland’s which 
sit well on the site of the 
previous house are an 
example of our pressure to 
reduce the amount of 
development which could 
have taken place on that site. 

In addition to this there are 
the major developments of 
which the most recent is the 
bus station site which is 
roundly criticised for 
overdevelopment and a new 
application for further elderly 
accommodation in North 
Close which as ever is too 
high and too big for its 
location and both of these 
have been analytically 
criticise and opposed by the 
Society. 

I appreciate the feeling of the 
town’s population over the 
Redrow development but all I 
can say is that without the 
efforts of the Society the 
development there might 

therefore the necessary 
development has been 
earmarked on greenfield land 
at Lymington and the villages 
to the West.  

The Society take the view 
that not only is that unfair on 
Lymington but it will have 
the effect of changing the 
character of the town from a 
reasonable size to something 
much more extensive. The 
total housing planned for the 
Buckland area and the 
Milford road is in the region 
of 1200 units. 

It may be that in that we have 
a different take on this from 
the Town Council who may 
well benefit financially from 
significantly increased 
housebuilding. It is early days 
yet and we encourage local 
response to the substantial 
new proposals in the current 
local plan now under 
consultation. 

Indeed the proposals are 
extremely technical and 
based on assessments of land 
use and it may be that our 
funds which have now 
increased to about £10,000 
should be used for 
professional advice to counter 
the arguments of the planners 
as to the number of new 
houses that should be 
permitted. 

In addition to the local plan 
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there is of course still the 
neighbourhood plan which the Society 
has encouraged.  

There will probably be an inspectors’ 
enquiry into the local plan and at the 
same time or afterwards there will be an 
opportunity for a neighbourhood plan 
consultation to enable local people’s 
input into the way in which they should 
take place.  

One of the major considerations is 
going to be the strain on the local 
infrastructure such as roads, schools, 
health provision and many others and 
all of which will  change the character 
of Lymington. 

Lastly but not least can I commend you 
the social programme which is now so 
competently organised by Pam 
Morrissey.  

There is an interesting programme of 
events. Please support it.  

We’ve had a request for more 
discussion on planning matters which 
we are considering but of course there 
is always time for discussion at the 
AGM date for which I believe is now in 
the social programme. 

Finally can I thank the committee for its 
continued active help. Particularly can I 
thank Derek Sheffer who will be giving 
up his position as treasurer in March 
and for whom we need a replacement. 

Clive Sutton  

Chairman 

 

This year the annual garden party took 
place on Thursday 9th June at East 
Grove House. 

Members and their guests were able to 
enjoy prosecco , wine and canapes in the 
delightful surrounding of gardens 
dating  back to the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century. 

The highlight of the evening was a tour 
of the gardens by Lady Georgina . The 

walk round the garden focuses on the 
historical trends in garden design and 
also gave everyone an understanding of 
how the planting had evolved whilst 

keeping the house a focal point from 
different vistas on the paths surrounding 
the lawn. 

The Greek temple was enchanting as too 
were the statues, mill stones , gargoyles, 
pots and urns. 

Our thanks go to  Sir Robin and Lady 
Georgina for their hospitality and 
allowing us to hold our party in such 
beautiful and enchanting surroundings.  

 

Social Programme 2016 

Recent Events 

A Message from the Hon Treasurer 

After 13 years on the Committee and eleven as Hon Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary, I have decided to relinquish this role after the completion of the 2016 
Annual Accounts. 

The Committee have decided to separate the role of Membership from that of 
Treasurer and another Committee Member will take on the former. 

It has been a great pleasure to have been involved at the centre of The Society's 
activities over this period, but I feel it is now time to hand over the reins. 

We are therefore now seeking a volunteer to take on the role of Hon Treasurer 
from next year. 

The  accounts are very simple as 95% of subscriptions are paid by standing order 
and easily entered onto a spread sheet. Transactions are relatively few amounting 
to approximately 30 general payments and 15 receipts during the year. 

If any member would be prepared to take on this role please contact me or our 
Chairman Clive Sutton. Details can be found in the Committee Members page on 
the web site. 
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September 21st  
Robert Hole Room Community Centre 
6pm for 6.30pm  
 
We are starting our Autumn social 
programme with a talk from Frank 
Green, The New Forest National Parks 
archaeologist. Frank has kindly agreed to 
talk to the society about The Salt 
Industry. His talk will focus on recent 
documentary and archaeological 
research and excavations that have 
provided additional sources of 
information that have improved our 
knowledge about much earlier aspects of 
sea salt production  
 
£5 Admission charge to include light 
refreshments 

October 1
st 

 
800 Wellworthy Road, Ampress Estate 
 
We have been fortunate to secure a tour 
of the showrooms and restoration 
workshops  of  this  local Lymington 
business. The morning will be shared 
with members of the local Ferrari club 
and visitors are able to wander freely and 
speak to members of the NFCC team 
who have expert knowledge in their 
field. We will be able to view the full in-
house restoration service, along with the 
showrooms, and light refreshments will 
be provided.  
Numbers are limited to 30 people so 
please e-mail the address below to 
secure your place  
pam.morrissey@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Social Programme 2016/17 - Upcoming Events 

November 8th 
Fuller Hall 6pm for 6.30pm start  
 
Lawrence Simm one of the Town Tour 
guides will talk about the Lymington 
River as a trading port from Roman 
times to the present day and the 
influence of shipbuilding and smuggling. 
 
Admission £5.00 to include light 
refreshments  

December 15th  
This is year’s Christmas party will once 
again take place at Stanwell House Hotel  
Tickets available from Clive Sutton 
solicitors 3 The Old Pr intworks, 85b 
High St Lymington, SO41 9AN or on 
the door £7.50 
 

   

March 22nd 2017 

Fuller Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm  

After the business part of the meeting we 

will have a presentation by Mark Drury 

from SPUD. This local organisation 

Space, Place Making and Urban Design 

are responsible for The Observatory and 

Exbury Egg and will be involved in 

helping us project manage our Heritage 

Lottery bid for the restoration of The 

Burrard Neale Monument. 

June 7th 2017 
Mariners, 15 Waterford Lane, 

Lymington 

The Lymington Society is very grateful 

to David and Sandra Rule for inviting us 

to us to use their beautiful garden for our 

2017 annual garden party. 

 

Members will be free to explore the 

picturesque garden and catering will be 

provided with prosecco, red and white 

wine, soft drinks and the usual delicious 

party snacks.  

 

Tickets £7.50 to include refreshments 

Tickets available from Clive Sutton 
solicitors or on the door  

To Purchase Tickets for Social 

Events, Please Contact:  

Clive Sutton Solicitors, 
3 The Old Printworks,  

85b High Street, Lymington 
SO41 9AN 

Please see our website for the 

latest on upcoming events. 

Christmas Drinks Party 
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New Forest Classic Cars 

Lymington Salt Marshes 

Annual General Meeting 

Summer Garden Party 

Talk on The Lymington 

River 

mailto:pam.morrissey@hotmail.co.uk


Sir Harry Burrard Neale’s 250th Anniversary Latest 

As members will be aware from 
previous newsletters, the Lymington 
Society has been taking a leading role in 
rehabilitating the grounds around the 
Burrard Neale (Walhampton) monument 

and in organising very successful 
celebrations last year to mark the 250th 
anniversary of Sir Harry Burrard Neale’s 
birth. 

First Phase completed  

The first phase of this project namely the 
completion of the new path up to the 
monument and the seeding of the area 
with grass and with planting of 7,000 
bulbs was officially marked as 
completed at a “Path Opening” 
ceremony held at the monument in May 
this year attended by newly installed 
Lymington Mayor Barry Dunning, 
representing Lymington and Pennington 
Town Council, Jackie England 
representing Hampshire County Council 
and Paul Walton representing the New 
Forest National Park Authority who had 
provided most of the funding for this 
project to date. 

Attention now turns to taking forward 
Heritage Lottery Fund Bid.  

The Society is now turning its attention 
to taking forward the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) bid for the repair and 

cleaning of the monument itself together 
with hopefully the reinstallation of some 
of the railings which originally 
surrounded the site. 

Offer to the Lymington and 
Pennington Town Council to match 
fund preparation of HLF Bid 

In August 
this year the 
Society 
made an 
offer to the 
Lymington 
and 
Pennington 

Town Council to jointly fund the 
employment of consultants to prepare 
and take forward the bid to the HLF and 
this was approved at a Council Meeting 
in August where the Town Council 
agreed to match the £2,500 that the 
Society has available from the profits of 
the Burrard Neale concert in September 
last year.  

HLF requires programme of 
Community Outcomes to be part of 
bid proposal 

As part of the bid, the HLF will be 
looking to us to provide a wide 
programme of “Community Outcomes” 
involving many different community 
groups including young people to ensure 
that the money spent on the restoration 
project benefits the wider community 
with educational and heritage outcomes.  

Joint Team of Lymington Society and 
SPUD to take HLF Bid preparations 
forward. 

The Society will be working with local 
charity SPUD who have a highly 
successful history of bringing together 
innovative projects such as the Exbury 
Egg and the Observatory mobile art 
studio which was recently on the sea 
wall in Lymington and is now at 
Mottisfont near Romsey. Designing and 
bringing to fruition the wide range of 
“Community Outcomes” required is 
exactly the sort of expertise that SPUD 
bring to the bid and we are looking 

forward to working with them. 

Meeting are now to take place later in 

the month to take this exciting part of the 

project forward. 
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