
Chairman’s AGM Address For those of you who missed the AGM 

Chairman’s Comments 
proposals no doubt coming 

forward following an upturn 

in the economy means that a 

Neighbourhood Plan is even 

more necessary to consider 

where future development 

should best take place. At the 

moment, whilst there is ample 

opportunity for individual 

developments to be 

challenged in planning 

meetings and appeals, it is 

very difficult for the public to 

make their presence felt at 

hearings of local development 

plans which are highly 

technical and specialised 

hearings which  members of 

the public would not easily 

relate to. It is important 

therefore that members of the 

public have the opportunity of 

having their say in a 

Neighbourhood Plan 

consultation. 

Many people may know that I 

have now moved to Beaulieu. 

Accordingly I drive across the 

causeway every day. It is no 

doubt a judgement upon me 

for my 10 year involvement 
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Last year in my Chairman’s 

address I looked back over 

the last 50 years of the 

Society and in particular the 

more recent years with 

significant activity over 

Redrow, Wightlink and 

Wetherspoons.  

This year has been a welcome 

rest from those major issues 

and looking back over the 

minutes we have been able to 

deal with more routine 

matters and experience the 

benefits of our past efforts to 

affect planning policy, such 

as the success of the Local 

Distinctiveness policy. 

An example of this has been 

the fact that the too dense and 

too dominant proposed 

development at the Travis 

Perkins site was rejected at an 

enquiry this year by the 

planning inspector. Obviously 

that development will go 

ahead in due course but 

hopefully on a scale which is 

going to be more appropriate. 

We continue through 2013 

without any significant 

dramas but the Society’s 

Committee is there to be 

called to action if they arise. 

With the revival of the 

housing market, developers 

are surely going to be 

bringing out all those plans 

that have been gathering dust 

during the recession. 

The hot topic at the moment 

is the question of building on 

Greenfield sites in order to 

accommodate the number of 

new houses which Central 

Government impose on the 

District Counsel. 

The current candidates are the 

Pinetops site in Pennington 

and the Alexandra Road site 

both of which could set a 

precedent for more 

encroachment onto the green 

belt that they adjoin. There 

has been some new local 

pressure from neighbours to 

prevent building on the 

Alexandra Road site and the 

opposition of our sister 

organisation, the Pennington 

In looking at the way the 

Society has been able to assist 

in representations on that site 

one can look back at the 

successes on other sites. 

Looking back there was the 

successful development on 

the Bath Road site, avoiding 

multiple development and 

producing an art deco 

property in keeping with its 

surroundings.  

The Wellworthy Club site 

might have been an art deco 

development but we and the 

Town Council felt that this 

was a step too far at the 

gateway to the Georgian High 

Street. The present 

development whilst not 

outstanding is at least in 

keeping with its neighbouring 

properties. 

These are examples of 

developments in which the 

Society made representation 

and which have now been 

completed. The unknown 

Contd. on page 8 col 1 

with the planning of the 

Redrow site! I view the 

development with trepidation. 

I said in my AGM speech that 

the development would look 

worse before it looked better. 

I know that there is a lot of 

comment about the first 

building nearest the road 

looking rather too much like 

prison. Hopefully with its 

windows and balconies now 

completed it looks a bit more 

acceptable.  

Residents Association to the 

Pinetop site development 

continues. 

Our request for the Town 

Council to commission a 

Neighbourhood Plan 

following their approval 

under the Localism 

legislation has so far been 

declined, but we are in a 

dialogue with the Town 

Council over this. 

The fact of new development 
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Web Site Update—The First Six Months 

By Mark Lanigan 
 

The Society’s new web site 

(lymsoc.co.uk) was launched at the 

AGM in March this year, so now, six 

months later it is good moment to see 

how it’s been doing. The short answer is 

very well. Since we launch the site 

we’ve had 871 visitors who between 

them have read 2865 pages - over three 

pages per user. 

 

Broader Reach 
The aim from the start was to reach out 

to a wider group of interested people 

than just the membership and given the 

number of individuals who visit the site 

we’re certainly achieving this goal. The 

most popular page, as we’d hoped, is the 

home page where we post the latest 

stories and news from the Society. On 

average we’ve added 3-4 new stories per 

month since launch so it’s always 

changing and up to date. If you haven’t 

visited recently do come and have a look 

as we’ve added the Planning List that the 

Committee discusses every month. In it 

you can see the planning cases we are 

watching most closely and the actions 

we’ve taken so far, together with our 

recommendations for future action.  It’s 

a great way to keep your finger on the 

main planning issues in Lymington. As 

always, many thanks to Nic King for his 

tireless work in keeping this up to date. 

 

Apart from the home page the most 

popular pages are Committee Members, 

Bus Station Redevelopment, Planning 

and Development, Waterside and 

Lymington Shores. 

 

Readers’ Comments 
One feature of the new web site is 

comments from readers. Anyone, 

member or not, can post a comment on 

any story we feature and a few people 

have. But we’d welcome many more. 

We check these comments before 

making them live just to avoid anything 

offensive but we haven’t had anything 

like that to date so feel free to add your 

thoughts.  

 

Personalised Posts 
A very useful feature of the site is the 

ability to follow new posts. At the 

bottom of every page in the lower right 

hand corner is a link called ‘Follow’. 

Click that and enter your email address 

and you’ll receive an email when we add 

any new content to the site. That way 

you’ll always know when something 

new has been added with you having to 

go to the site and check. We’ll be adding 

local journalists to this feature over the 

coming weeks so they are altered when 

we have something new to say. 

 

I hope you are finding the site a pleasure 

to use and it’s worth pointing out that it 

contains a large amount of historical 

information which you can discover by 

using the search box at the top or the 

categories links on the left hand side.  

 

Comments and Suggestions 
Finally, if you have any comments or 

suggestions do leave them on the site or 

email me mark@lanigan.com 

 

 
 
 
By Mark Lanigan 
 
 
 
 
A few months ago many of you will 

have received a phone call from a Com-

mittee Member updating your member-

ship information and asking for feedback 

on how the committee is performing.  

 

We had a very positive response, with 

the majority of members very supportive 

of the Committee and the issues it is 

pursuing. There was agreement that we 

should continue to monitor the hot topics 

of Lymington Shore, Gordleton Industri-

al Park and the proposed greenbelt de-

velopments at Pinetops and Alexandra 

Road. 

 

Interestingly however, many of you also 

raise the issues of road and pavement 

quality and the dangerous state of these 

in many parts of Lymington.  If you 

want to report a problem directly to 

NFDC you can use this link: 

 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/index/

transport/roadproblems.html 

 

We raised the road and pavement quality 

issue at a meeting with the Mayor in 

October and will continue to press 

NFDC to ensure that regular mainte-

nance is carried out. 

We had some interesting suggestions in 

response to a question about what more 

the Society could be doing for our town. 

Prominent among them is the suggestion 

that a cinema would be a great addition 

to the town; another is that we should 

mark the 250th anniversary of the birth 

of Sir Harry Burrard Neale (1765-1840), 

Naval officer and politician who was MP 

for Lymington at various times between 

1790 and 1835 and is commemorated by 

the Walhampton Monument, the 75 foot 

obelisk visible from the High Street.  

 

If you have other topics you think we 

should be addressing contact a Commit-

tee Member via the links on the web site 

or via info@lymsoc.co.uk  

Telephone Survey—Your Feedback  
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Mark and his wife Elly discovered 

Lymington by total chance after visiting 

friends in the New Forest. It was the 

start of a love affair with the town. So 

after 25 years living in London and 

working for a large advertising agency 

Mark and Elly moved to Lymington in 

2010. 

Mark spent the last ten years of his 

advertising career helping companies 

improve their web sites and talk to their 

customers online so, on moving to 

Lymington, carried this on by trying to 

help local clubs and societies do the 

same. Within a year he had built web 

sites for the Brockenhurst Choir, 

Lymington Camera Club and latterly the 

Lymington Society.  

Mark joined the Lymington Society to 

help it reach out to the wider community 

in Lymington and help it represent a 

broad range of opinions. As someone 

interested in the visual arts, design and 

architecture he is passionate about 

preserving the distinctive character of 

Lymington while encouraging the 

sympathetic development of the town 

and local economy. 

When not tinkering with technology, 

Mark is a keen photographer and the 

Society’s web site features images he 

took in and around Lymington. He is 

also sails all year round with Lymington 

Town Sailing Club.  

Visit to Berthon Boatyard 
In May we visited Berthon boatyard, and 

were introduced to the part it plays in 

boat building and repair, in training for 

young skilled workers, and in the town’s 

economy. 

Brian and Dominic May, the owners of 

the boatyard, were somewhat taken 

aback at the level of interest, and we 

broke into two groups, with one of the 

brothers looking after each group. Many 

thanks to Brian and Dominic for giving 

up their time. 

As well as witnessing the sheer scale of 

the operation, and its importance to the 

Lifeboat service and the SBS, we dis-

covered that the reverend Edward Lyon 

Berthon invented the screw propeller in 

1834, at the age of 22, as well as folding 

boats, known as “Berthons”. 

Summer Garden Party 
This year’s Summer Garden Party was 

held at Elm House in Church Lane. Ra-

chel and Peter Nuding hosted more than 

40 members. The weather was delight-

ful, and catering from Diana Morley was 

delicious.  

“Under the Greenwood”  Picturing 

British Trees 

Private View and Talk by Steve 

Marshall at St Barbe Museum  
Following on from the recent major St 

Barbe exhibition of historic trees which 

has been featured in Country Life, The 

Spectator and The Times, this compan-

ion exhibition looks at how artists work-

ing today are still drawing inspiration 

from trees.  

St Barbe has invited thirty-three artists to 

contribute a work and explain what trees 

mean to them and how they figure in the 

practice of their art.  

This wonderful exhibition of the best in 

modern contemporary art examines con-

temporary artists’ approach to trees from 

the digital manipulations of Dan Hays, 

Christiane Baumgartner and Katsutoshi 

Yuasa, to the “plein air” paintings of 

Kurt Jackson and Michelle Dovey. Da-

vid Nash’s Ash Dome takes on new 

meaning in the light of the latest fungal 

threat to our native trees. George Shaw 

revisits the childhood mysteries of a 

patch of urban woodland. 

Your Committee Members 
In the finest journalistic tradition, page 3 of your Newsletter has intimate insights into the lives of your Committee Members.   

In this edition: New Committee member Mark Lanigan, our new webmaster and communication guru. 

Social Programme 2013/14 

Recent Events 

Elm House Garden 

Mark Lanigan 

To Purchase Tickets for Social 

Events, Please Contact:  

 Solent House Dental Surgery, 

Cannon Street, Lymington. 

01590 672986 

Please see our website for the 

latest on upcoming events: 

www.lymsoc.co.uk 

Click “The Society” then  

“Social Events 



Christmas Drinks -  Stanwell House 

Hotel.   

6.00 – 8.00 pm. Tues 17 Dec 2013 

The big Social Meeting of the year will 

be the Christmas Drink Party held as 

before at Stanwell House in Lymington 

High Street. This year it will be held a 

bit nearer Christmas and will be taking 

place on Tuesday the 17th of December 

from 6 p.m. -- 8 p.m.  

As usual Stanwell House will be serving 

their wonderful high quality canapés as 

well as a choice of wines, soft drinks etc. 

The Committee looks forward to 

meeting as many members as possible.  

Please feel free to bring as many guests 

as you like to make this a really 

sparkling occasion helping us all to get 

into the right mood for the festive season 

which hopefully will by then be in full 

flow. 

Cost is £7.50 to include refreshments. 

Limited numbers of tickets also 

available on the Door 

A Vineyard in Pennington 

Wine Tasting and Talk By Tim 

Phillips. 

6.00 pm - 8. 00 pm Tues 28 Jan 2014 

Lymington Community Centre  

Tim Phillips is the man behind a new 

local vineyard that has been constructed 

in the walled garden of what was 

Ramley House in Ramley Road, 

Pennington. Starting when he purchased 

the garden in 2007, Tim tamed the 200 

year old walled garden which had been 

unused for up to 30 years and had his 

first crop in 2010. Tim will describe his 

journey from the derelict walled garden 

to today's flourishing vineyard. 

Hopefully Tim will be able to bring 

Social Programme 2013/14 - Upcoming Events 
wines from his vineyard for us to taste. 

A visit to the vineyard will be included 

in the event on a date to be arranged. 

Cost is £5.00 to include the Wine 

Tasting and Tour of Vineyard. 

Lymington Society AGM, The 

Lymington Community Centre 

Plus Illustrated Talk by Colm 

McCarthy —  

Lymington and Pennington Economic 

Development Officer 

7.30—9.30 pm  Mon 24 Mar. 2014 

The Lymington Society AGM is the 

main business meeting of the year when 

Members get a change to stand for the 

Committee or nominate fellow members 

to the Committee. Election of officers 

takes place for the year ahead and 

following a report from the Chairman on 

the Society's activities in the year; 

current important issues are debated and 

discussed.  

Following the business section of the 

meeting we are pleased to announce that 

Colm McCarthy, the newly appointed 

Lymington and Pennington Town 

Council Economic Development Officer. 

Colm was initially appointed to promote 

the sea water baths which he did very 

successfully. His post has now been 

made permanent and Colm will give a 

talk on the exciting developments which 

together with the newly created Town 

Team he will be bringing forward to 

improve the economic performance of 

the town.  

No charge for this meeting.  

Refreshments from 7.00pm.  Meeting 

starts at 7.30pm 

From Lymington to Somalia, The 

Maldives and Beyond 

Illustrated Talk by Steven Akester  

6.00 - 8.00 pm Tues April 29 2014 

Lymington Community Centre 

In Lymington we have an amazingly 

successful local business with a global 

reputation and truly global reach helping 

to protect and conserve the worlds 

fishing stocks.  

Stephen Akester, Director of MacAlister 

Elliott & Partners (MEP) will tell the 

story of how a local business created in 

Lymington in 1977 went on to become 

an internationally renowned firm that 
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now provides services to governments in 

Africa and Asia financed by the 

international institutions of the World 

Bank, EU and UN.  

In addition closer to home MEP has 

become one of just 20 official certifiers  

who help ensure that the fish you buy is 

sustainably sourced.  

Entry £5.00 to include Refreshments 

Summer Garden Party  

Garden of 58 High Street, Lymington 

6.00 – 8.00 pm. Tuesday 17 June 2014 

With the kind permission of Mr and Mrs 

James McWhirter, the Lymington 

Society is very pleased to announce that 

the venue for this years Summer Garden 

Party is the truly extraordinary garden of 

58 the High Street, Lymington. Hidden 

behind the doors of one of Lymington 

most historic houses, just opposite St 

Thomas’ Church, the garden or gardens 

within are both very large for the centre 

of town and absolutely beautifully laid 

out and presented. A real feast for the 

eyes.  

Catering will be provided with Pimms 

and or wine on arrival as well as the 

usual delicious party snacks.  

Cost £7.50 to include entry and 

refreshments 
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AGM Address 
Contd. from page 1 

The First Solent 

Music Festival 

By Ivor Johnston 
 
The first Solent Music Festival at the 

end of August was a resounding success, 

and the Society was pleased to be one of 

the sponsors.  The Festival brought 

world class performers to Lymington,  

focusing on chamber music,  but 

including a very popular children’s 

concert and ‘fringe’ jazz  performance at 

the Royal Lymington Yacht Club. 

The refurbished St. Thomas Church, 

with excellent acoustics and comfortable 

seating welcomed audiences of about 

200 for each of the three main concerts. 

The Friday concert ‘Schubertiade’ with 

Sam Haywood playing the Sonatina  

D. 385, Liede by the soprano Joan 

Rodgers and ’’The Trout” quintet with 

members of the Orchestra of the Age of 

Enlightenment set the highest possible 

standard.  Both the Saturday concert, a 

piano recital entitled  ‘Composers in 

Love’ and the Sunday concert with the 

Heath Quartet and clarinetist Katherine 

Spencer produced standing ovations 

from most enthusiastic audiences. 

The Festival attracted visitors to 

Lymington specifically for the standard 

of the performances (though perhaps not 

all those on the street piano in Angel 

Court) and has put Lymington on Radio 

3’s Festival Map of the UK. 

We look forward to next year. 

House.  

We gave this some hard thought on the 

basis that we knew listing might cause a 

problem to the Town Councils wish to 

use the baths more commercially, but 

from our perspective our duty is to try to 

preserve important characteristic 

features in the Town and particularly 

those, such as the Masters House, now 

successfully renovated, which have a 

degree of national importance. 

To our slight surprise the English 

Heritage report was in favour of listing 

and the seawater baths have been listed. 

At same time the Town Council have 

obtained an architectural proposal for 

how the baths could be usefully used in 

the future. I hope such a proposal could 

go through to preserve the Baths, but 

with the benefit of a degree of 

protection which can be afforded by 

listing and also possibly some of the 

grants that go with a listed building. 

Taking the long view I think we were 

right to support the listing. 

The second issue which I can announce 

to you tonight is something which we 

have been considering for some time, 

and something which Milford on Sea 

have already carried out. That is an 

application for a Local Development 

Plan under the Localism Bill which 

enables local people to have a 

referendum on particular questions 

which they feel they want to be heard 

on.  

In this case the current issues are the 

question of the five Greenfield sites two 

of which could potentially be developed. 

We will be issuing a press release to the 

effect that we have written to the Town 

Clerk proposing that we would support 

the Town Council in a Local 

Development Plan application or indeed 

consider making such an application 

ourselves. There is national funding 

available for such plans. 

The importance of local input is 

highlighted by the fact that the 

Government for political reasons is 

encouraging building on green field 

sites. Just today new guidelines come 

quantity in the future is of course the 

Redrow site, and it will not be possible 

to say whether that has been the success 

until it is completed. 

 However I hope many of you have been 

able to look at the model in the Town 

Hall and accept that whether you like the 

idea or not, and given the fact that there 

had to be a significant density on that 

site because of the previous planning 

permission, it will have the possibility of 

being a remarkable development. 

Unfortunately with all large 

developments it will look large and out 

of place until it is fully finished. 

Another controversial approval was of 

course  Wetherspoon’s. This is now 

open and it may be that the worst fears 

of the objectors will not be realised but 

of course that holds good only as long as 

there is successful management. Hands 

up those who have been there. There is 

no criticism from the Committee if you 

have; most of them have had a drink 

there themselves! Once a decision is 

made the democratic processes is 

accepted and we move on. 

While we have had an opportunity to 

take stock as a Committee during the 

current year, one of the major issues 

recently has been the Society’s website, 

and the need for a go-ahead organisation 

like ours to be able to interact with its 

members and the public through an 

efficient website. That is not to say that 

the previous website was inefficient. We 

have been lucky enough to have the 

services of Mark Lanigan an expert in 

web design who has produced something 

which has really impressed us and which 

I hope will impress you in the short 

presentation which he has for you this 

evening. 

When I started to think about this report 

there was nothing specific on the 

horizon but in the last week two things 

have cropped up, one of which you saw 

in the local paper last week. This is the 

issue of the sea water baths which has 

exercised the local council for a very 

long time. The seawater baths are one of 

the few unspoiled examples of their type 

in the country and we have thought 

about applying for a listing for them in 

the same way as the Infirmary Master’s Contd. page 8 col. 2 



Town Council to address the question of 

a Neighbourhood Plan again in 

preparation for the Strategic Review in 

2014/15. 

 

Lymington Society’s letter on 

greenbelt development and 

neighbourhood plan 
We wrote a letter to bring readers up to 

date on the status of these proposals and 

the Society’s views, which was 

published in the Lymington Advertiser 

& Times, 17th August 2013. 

 

Sites & Development Management 

Plan  
In April, we took part in the meeting on 

greenbelt development in Lymington 

and Pennington at the hearing on the 

NFDC’s Sites and Development 

Management Plan. We put it to the 

Inspector that the plan was unsound as 

the Council had failed to provide 

evidence of having considered 

reasonable alternatives to the sites 

allocated and that the choice of locations 

locally might be better addressed 

through a Neighbourhood Plan. 

However, the Inspector said that he 

accepted NFDC’s proposition that the 

only sites where additional housing 

could be sited were within the green belt 

surrounding Lymington & Pennington - 

the Inspector at the Core Strategy 

hearing had accepted this proposition 

and he was not going to disagree. 

 

The Inspector has issued his ‘post 

hearing notes’; which do not question 

NFDC’s allocation at Pinetops and 

Alexandra Road; he only asks NFDC to 

respond to a number of mainly technical 

questions; these will require a further 

round of public consultation, which is 

now not likely to take place until 

February 2014 with adoption of the 

Local Plan now anticipated in Summer 

2014.  

 

We have ended up with yet another 

unfortunate decision – this time it’s the 

allocation for development on greenbelt 

sites at Alexandra Road and Pinetops. 

We will have an opportunity to comment 

on planning applications that are made at 
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By Nic King 
 
As evidence mounts of a recovery in 

property prices and government 

intentions to make the planning and 

development control process more 

‘flexible’ we can expect even greater 

development pressure locally. It hasn’t 

been exactly dormant over the past few 

months, as our summary of highlights 

shows. 

 

We can all now begin to see the shape – 

and more particularly the height - of the 

Redrow development at Lymington 

Shores. This, the most significant 

development in Lymington for many 

years will alter the centre of gravity of 

the town. Having had a considerable 

hand in securing wider public 

consultation on this development and the 

reduction in the number of dwellings - 

from the 300 originally approved to 168 

- we are taking a close interest in 

progress to see that implementation 

follows the approved plans. 

 

The scale of development pressure was 

indicated at a meeting in April with 

members of the Town Council about 

development in the greenbelt locally 

and our request made in March 2013 for 

a Neighbourhood Plan. The meeting 

was attended by NFDC officers, a 

number of local residents and members 

of the Pennington Residents Association, 

who had made a similar request to the 

Town Council in December 2012.   

 

We heard that the government has told 

Local Planning Authorities to carry out a 

strategic review of their local plans 

under the NPPF (National Planning 

Policy Framework), starting in 2015 and 

have indicated that they will not accept 

the greenbelt as a reason NOT to meet 

local housing needs. The new plan could 

push the target for additional homes built 

in Lymington and Pennington between 

now and 2026 from the present figure of 

around 260 homes up to 1,000. 

 

We heard that the need for affordable 

housing locally could only be met 

though greenbelt development. Town 

centre and brown-field sites were 

unlikely to provide an alternative 

because high land values meant lower 

margins in this type of development. The 

Council also had to achieve a balance of 

town centre uses e.g. in the longer term a 

site like the Avenue Road Town Hall 

site is more suitable for retail than 

housing e.g. a supermarket as it was near 

the town centre and had space for 

parking.  

 

Greenbelt development - Alexandra 

Road and Pinetops site 
We agree on the desperate need for 

affordable housing locally. There’s a 

shortage of homes now and growing 

demand. The issue is how and where to 

deliver these affordable homes. We have 

resisted the NFDC’s proposal to allocate 

greenbelt sites at Alexandra Road, 

Lymington and the Pinetops site in 

Ramley Road, Pennington. The 

Council justifies this greenbelt 

development on the grounds that a high 

proportion – around 70% – of the new 

homes would be available through local 

authority housing and housing 

associations, with a mix of shared 

ownership and rentals. They say they 

have selected these sites from a short-list 

of sites all of which they consider to be 

in ‘sustainable’ locations. 

 

We feel this type of approach is in fact 

unsustainable as it leads to households in 

isolated developments without access to 

local facilities like shops and lacking 

reliable public transport for access to 

schools and hospitals. We need some 

fresh thinking and a pro-active approach 

to planning. It’s time to challenge the 

developers – and their architects – to 

find solutions that provide high quality 

homes and integrate affordable housing 

within the fabric of the community.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan  
We were told that it was too late to 

embark on a neighbourhood plan that 

could be incorporated into the current 

Local Plan, as it was undergoing the 

final stage of its adoption. Members of 

the Town Council that were present said 

that they could not contribute to a 

neighbourhood plan as they lacked the 

resources. However, it’s not too late to 

carry out a Neighbourhood Plan that 

allows local people to take part in the 

strategic review and we have asked the 

  The  News l e t t e r  of  t h e  Lymington  So c i e ty   Au tumn 2013 

Planning—The Last Year 

Contd. on page 7 col 1 



  The  News l e t t e r  of  t h e  Lymington  So c i e ty   Au tumn 2013 Page 7 

these sites. 

 

Former Webbs Factory Site 
(application 13/10681); relocation of 

boat pontoon; alter external staircase on 

east elevation of block B. Comment: 

proposed relocation is about 70 metres to 

the south of approved site. Case officer’s 

initial assessment says proposed 

relocation is likely to be acceptable: new 

location might have benefits for users; 

design and size of pontoon would remain 

the same; changes proposed to stairs of 

Block B are relatively minor changes 

which would be unlikely to have any 

adverse implications. Action: check 

compliance with approved scheme. 

 

Travis Perkins site 
(13/10709); development of 25 

dwellings. Action: LymSoc objection 

submitted on grounds of local 

distinctiveness, over-development and 

concerns about proposed access road 

from Grove Road. Status: NFDC 

refused; main reasons: development 

inappropriate to its context, fails to 

respond positively to local 

distinctiveness, unacceptably poor 

design quality. 

 

Travis Perkins site 
(13/10710); similar to 10709 without the 

2 bungalows. Action: LymSoc objection 

submitted on grounds of local 

distinctiveness, over-development and 

concerns about proposed access road 

from Grove Road. Status: NFDC 

intends to advertise amended plans with 

a view to taking the application to 

November Committee (email from 

NFDC case officer 20.09.2013). Revised 

plans on NFDC website. 

 

Gordleton Industrial Park 
(13/11033); construct buildings for 

industrial, storage and business use (Use 

Classes B1, B2, & B8) (Outline 

Application with details only of access, 

layout and scale). Status: NFDC 

registered application dated 19 Aug 

2013. Action: Details of proposal posted 

on LymSoc website to invite comments 

from Society members. LymSoc 

objection submitted on similar grounds 

to the previous (withdrawn) application. 

 

Wood Lawn, Lower Pennington Lane 
(13/10746); 3 houses; parking; 

landscaping; demolition of existing. 

Comment: a 3-for-one replacement with 

single access. We considered making an 

objection to a previous application 

(10107) that was withdrawn by 

applicant. Case officer’s initial 

assessment identifies main issue as 

impact upon the character of locality and 

street scene. Action: LymSoc objection 

submitted: development would be well-

screened from road but it could lead to 

significant pressure for serial 

development in this area described as 

‘rural lanes’ in Local Distinctiveness 

SPD. Status: NFDC proposes Section 

106 Agreement; open space contribution 

£9346.40; affordable housing: 1 unit on 

site plus a contribution of £48,675; 

transportation contribution £10,914; 

approx total £69k. 

 

The Lodge, 4 Milford Road 
(13/10360); 4 houses; associated parking 

(demolition of existing). Comment: this 

was a tree lined stretch of Milford Road 

on the approach to Lymington.  Action: 

we submitted LymSoc objection on 

grounds of local distinctiveness and over

-development. Status: Withdrawn by 

applicant. Lymington & Pennington 

Town Council had recommended 

refusal: overdevelopment of site; street 

scene damaged by removal of trees on 

roadside frontage. Follow-up action: we 

wrote to developer saying 4 dwellings is 

too many and offering informal 

consultation. 

 

11 West Hayes 
 house (13/10698). Demolition of house 

and garage (13/10699; Conservation 

Area consent to demolish). Action: 

LymSoc objection submitted. Grounds: 

out of character and overbearing impact 

on this prominent corner of Grove 

Gardens. Status:  NFDC refused under 

delegated powers. 

 

Enforcement update.  
Buffalo Bar, St. Thomas St 
neon signage. Status: NFDC say they are 

satisfied that premises operator has 

complied – neon sign permanently 

disconnected from electricity supply. 

 

Our Lady of Mercy and St Joseph 

Catholic Church; 
132 High Street; wall facing Gosport 

street; NFDC says the wall will be re-

built to previous height once the lower 

part has been stabilized; Parish Priest 

confirms that this is the case. Status: 

NFDC awaits planning application. 

 

EN/09/0270 Bridge Cottage 
Bridge Road [Refers to APP/B1740/

C/12/2175912 appeal against 

enforcement]. Status: NFDC authorised 

Enforcement Action; time for 

compliance: 12 months i.e. by end Oct 

2013.  

 

Unit 3, Anchor House, Bath Road. 
EN/09/0614; Unauthorised Change Of 

Use: FROM A MIXED USE OF 

COMMERCIAL OFFICES AND 

COFFEE SHOP USE TO A MIXED 

USE AS A CAFE, RESTAURANT 

AND BAR WITH ASSOCIATED 

OUTSIDE EATING AND DRINKING 

SPACE. Status: enforcement notice 

issued. Appeal against enforcement 

APP/B1740/C/12/2189220. Status: not 

yet decided. 

http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/

pcsportal/ViewCase.asp?

caseid=2189220&coid=210675  

 

Don’t forget, our website 

www.lymsoc.co.uk is regularly updated 

with planning activity in around 

Lymington and Pennington, and our 

responses to it. 

 

Stop Press: 
Travis Perkins 13/10710 

 
Travis Perkins latest Application has 

been approved by the planning 

authorities. 

Planning Update 
Contd. from page 6 
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When it is complemented by the 

remainder of the development I hope the 

intention of the architect will be realised 

and it will be a credit to the Town. We 

are slowly getting used to the height and 

I am relieved to know that it is not going 

up any higher. It is an imaginative 

development and I believe better than 

the plans that preceded it which would 

have been accepted without the 

intervention of the Lymington Society. 

Whatever its external appearance, the 

first units became available for 

inspection last weekend and I am sure 

will be very attractive to potential 

buyers. 

Before I conclude I must draw your 

attention to the Society’s website which 

has now been going for six months, and 

I hope you are all getting used to it and 

will use it. Mark Lanigan deserves our 

thanks for organising this in such a 

professional way. 

Finally we have had our first social 

event of the season with a visit to the 

current art exhibition at the St Barbe 

Museum on the subject of trees which 

was fascinating as expounded to us by 

Steve Marshall. 

The social programme is in this 

newsletter so please put all the dates in 

your diary and do not fail to attend. 
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new web site, with explanations of how 

to make best use of it including how to 

post comments and take part in question-

naires.  

Dr Mackenzie appealed for members to 

supply their email addresses so that more 

communications from the Society could 

be conducted via email thus reducing 

postage cost. 

He pointed out that we only had a small 

number of email addresses, many out of 

date. He asked members present what 

would be their reaction to being tele-

phoned and asked for their email ad-

dress.  The response was that this was 

quite acceptable. 

Jude James then gave an illustrated ad-

dress on the history of Lymington rail-

ways.. 

60 members were welcomed with a glass 

of wine to the AGM on 26th March 

2013.  

Lt. Col. Chitty welcomed the Mayor and 

Councilors Elizabeth Lewis, Penny Jack-

man and Alexander Kilgour. 

Apologies were received from members 

Anne & Mike Kelly & Nigel Lang. 

Dr. Johnston presented the minutes of 

the 2012 AGM. These had been circulat-

ed by newsletter and on the website.  

Approval was proposed by John Beau-

mont, seconded by Donald Mackenzie 

and accepted. 

Mr. Sutton gave the Chairman’s Address 

(to be published in the newsletter and on 

the website).   

Brief questions from the floor followed.  

Mr. Peter Stowe asked that the 

Walhampton monument be refurbished 

in recognition of the bi-centenary of Ad-

miral Burrard Neal. 

Pamela Kean asked if the Toll House 

Museum would be retained.The grade 2 

listing was confirmed and Mr. Sutton 

will enquire after the artifacts. 

The damage to the wall of The Tins by 

Waterspouts was pointed out.  Cllr. Lew-

is replied that NFDC Enforcement Offic-

ers were aware and would enforce re-

pairs. 

The Treasurer’s Report was given by 

Mr. Sheffer. Acceptance was proposed 

by Tom McEwen, seconded by Tim Ker-

mode.  The accounts were then approved 

by a show of hands.  

The nominations for the Executive Com-

mittee followed. 

Mark Lanigan was proposed by Nigel 

Seth-Smith seconded by Tom McEwen 

and elected to the Executive Committee.  

The current members of the Executive 

Committee were proposed and re-elected 

en bloc. 

Mayor gave a short address on the im-

portance of securing funding to make 

sensitive improvements to the Sea water 

baths and plans to promote visitors to the 

town by identifying areas of topical in-

terest e.g. the connection between Arthur 

Philips and Ashley Lane. 

Mark Lanigan presented the Society's 

Membership 

New Lymington Society members 

are always welcome. 

Membership £10.00 per member.  

Application forms  available from 

our Web Site www.lymsoc.co.uk 

or from Derek Sheffer. 

Please send Completed 

Membership to: 

Derek Sheffer  

Lymington Soc. Membership Sec. 

Lorne Cottage,  Navarino Court,  

Lymington, SO41 9AE 

into force, which say that where 

development is sustainable – whatever 

that means – there is a presumption that 

development should take place. 

Now back to this evening. Having 

heard from Mark Lanigan on the 

website, the main speaker will be Jude 

James. Firstly he is an old colleague of 

mine from the New Forest Museum. 

Also he will be talking on one of my 

favourite subjects which is Railways 

and indeed local railways at that. I hope 

he will be impressed that this weekend 

I dashed over to the Bluebell Railway 

in Sussex to be one of the first take my 

granddaughter on the new extension 

into East Grinstead. As an aside, those 

of you who remember the ravages of 

Lord Beeching may remember that he 

was Lord Beeching of East Grinstead. 

The wheel has turned full circle and 

reopened a railway line into his home 

town! 

Finally once again I commend to you 

the committee for re election. Having 

lost Jonathan Hutchinson, we have one 

additional member, Mark Lanigan, and 

we are looking for someone who will 

be able take over the social programme, 

so if anyone feels able to do that, or 

feels they can contribute anything else, 

Chairman’s Comments 
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